THE
HOMEGROWN
POWER PLAN
How we can repower the country with renewable energy,
reboot our failing electricity system and remove the
roadblocks holding back the renewables boom.
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100% RENEWABLE.
100% DOABLE.
100% BETTER.

A

ustralia is at a crossroads. We can
unleash the power of the sun and wind

THE HOMEGROWN POWER PLAN
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The Homegrown Power Plan, a joint project between GetUp! and Solar Citizens, shows how we
can repower the country with renewable energy, reboot our failing electricity system and remove
the roadblocks holding back the renewables boom. We must:

Reboot the system, rewiring our
renewable electricity.
•

•

•

Repower the country, turbocharging our existing renewable
energy policies and adding some
missing parts.

Remove the roadblocks,
ensuring new renewables
aren’t held back by the legacy
of a bygone era.

•

•

•

•

•
to reclaim our place in the

and communities
•
and cheaper for all of us

Governments are being left behind by citizens voting
with their feet (or their rooftops). It’s time they
caught up.

popular.

A move to 100% renewable power is
practical, achievable, economically sound
and overwhelmingly popular.
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100% RENEWABLE ENERGY
FOR AUSTRALIA

Decarbonising Australia’s Energy Sector within one generation
A report by the Institute for Sustainable Futures, University of Technology, Sydney 1

•

•

We can do this:

•

•
•

Australian Energy Consumption and Energy Productivity 1992 - 2014
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The numbers add up:
•

•

come with it.

•

»
»

Electricity and Fuel Costs by Sector
Assumed low coal and gas prices in [billion $ per year]
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REBOOT THE SYSTEM

Our electricity market is a shambles. It combines the worst aspects of multiple regimes in the
one system, a system that is neither clean nor cheap, neither simple nor sophisticated, neither
public and fair nor private and competitive.

1

Forge a cross-party
commitment to a full
energy transition

2

Put 100% renewable energy
in the one sentence that
rules them all

Why we need it:
how the market works. Our current
NEO was explicitly designed not to
include the environment or social
justice, which means the innovative

3

Make the electricity
network act more like
the internet

Why we need it:

and the handful of companies that

How it works:
How it works:
to transform themselves into local

THE HOMEGROWN POWER PLAN
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Turning the electricity market upside down is necessary, but it will take time. There are a few
things we can do right now to kickstart the transition.

Reward network companies for saving their
customers’ money instead of wasting it:
network companies earn more if they can spend
more of their customers’ money on poles and wires.

Ensure equal access to the grid:

Photo: Ray Pratt

Give citizens a real seat at the table on the

Without sorting out the rules of
the game and how these rules
are enforced, it is very hard for
renewables to get on the field,
let alone succeed.

FOLLOW THE MONEY

Big power companies are milking extraordinary profits at the expense of consumers.
They do it because the system lets them. Here’s how it works:

GENERATORS MAKE MORE MONEY WHEN THEY:
Sell super expensive

make these peaks

Sell as much
can produce, no
the source.

to let them
pollute for free.

interests to squash
the competition.

NETWORK COMPANIES MAKE MORE MONEY WHEN THEY:
Are allowed

services people
have no choice

customers more

?
infrastructure than
we needed over the
last decade.

RETAIL COMPANIES MAKE
MORE MONEY WHEN THEY:
Sell as much

When you follow the money, you see how the system makes a few huge companies richer while the rest
of us pay the price. It’s wasteful, it’s outdated and it’s holding us back. Time for an overhaul.

GETUP.ORG.AU

SOLARCITIZENS.ORG.AU
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REPOWER THE COUNTRY WITH
RENEWABLE ENERGY

Australia is the sunniest continent on earth, and one of the windiest. In the race to repower
the world with renewables, we’ve got an edge.

W
where people live and work.

UNLEASH THE RENEWABLES BOOM

1

Build the right renewables in the right
places with reverse auctions
Why we need it:

How it works:

national reverse auctions to deliver the outcomes the

2

Set an expanded 2030
Renewable Energy Target
Why we need it:

How it works:
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WALK THE TALK ON INNOVATION
Turbo-charge the Australian Renewable Energy Agency
How it works:

Why we need it:

innovation, all federal politicians must commit to

FIVE MORE WAYS TO GET INNOVATIVE WITH CLEAN ENERGY:

Give the Clean
Energy Finance
Corporation
(CEFC) more
choice about
what it invests in,
by lowering how
much interest
it has to charge
on the loans
it makes

Add a microto the CEFC so
that ordinary
citizens and
smaller projects
can access its
low-interest
loans

Hold a Race to
Renew, a clean
energy business
model innovation
prize

Unlock equity
crowdfunding
in the clean
energy sector, to
allow thousands
of people to
invest in and
local renewable
projects

Create a clean
energy service
agency to help
the Federal
Government cut
energy waste
and switch to
renewables
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PEOPLE’S POWER-UP
All Australians, no matter what they earn or where they live, deserve access to affordable clean
energy. Unfortunately some parts of our community face barriers that block them from benefiting
from the renewable revolution. But a new energy future is afoot, and it’s powered by people.

1

Community Powerhouses
Why we need it:

2

A Clean Power Program
designed by Indigenous
communities

Why we need it:

How it works:

3

PowerAccess: a publicinterest retailer for people
who need it most

Why we need it:
prices have hurt those who could

How it works:

Island communities have access to

How it works:
Government, in partnership with the

across Australia.

REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY SOLAR IN NSW 3
With rising energy costs and an unpredictable
power supply, three Aboriginal communities in
remote northern NSW invited The Valley Centre
and Pingala to work with them to overhaul their
energy system and empower the community.
Electricity bills range from $2,000 to $5,000 for
each household and in some cases can be higher.
As Uncle Ike explains: “The price of our food is
double what you get in the cities... And we are
paying more for power than we are for any other
cost. So how are you supposed to eat, how are

you supposed to live?” Now, these communities
are working with AllGrid, an Indigenous-owned
renewable energy company, to design a solar
power and battery backup system for the 60
houses across the communities.
This model will allow these communities and
others that follow in their footsteps to realise
their vision and take control of their energy
future. In the words of Uncle Ike “Anything you
can own, gives you pride… and if you can own;
your own power!”

THE HOMEGROWN POWER PLAN

REMOVING THE
ROADBLOCKS TO A
RENEWABLES TRANSITION
It might seem obvious, but given the disproportionate influence of big fossil fuel
companies over Australian politics, we need to spell it out: fossil fuels have no
place in a 100% renewable future.

T
Outmoded coal is holding us back

Photo: SolarReserve

We need to prune out the dead wood for the new

GETUP.ORG.AU

SOLARCITIZENS.ORG.AU
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HERE’S HOW TO DO IT:

1

Start the coal power
clean up ASAP
Why it’s needed:

question is when.

2

Ensure a just transition
for coal communities
Why it’s needed:

companies. Examples like the snap

How it works:

3

Implement a National
Air Pollution Control Act
with teeth

Why it’s needed:

and Evaluation includes people who
live near industrial pollution sources,

those most at risk.
How it works:

How it works:

fuel companies and other polluters

driven economic renewal plans are
in place ahead of time.

new standards.

REPOWERING PORT AUGUSTA

cancer and facing unemployment from the snap
closure of its two coal-burning power stations, the
community of Port Augusta wants its future to be
solar powered.
For 5 years the community has been
campaigning to replace the power stations with
a concentrated solar thermal plant.
As current power station worker Gary
Rowbottom puts it, “the world will transition away

from fossil fuels, that’s not a hard concept to
grasp. Therefore we need to replace it with
something else”.
It’s estimated that a solar thermal plant would
create at least 1000 jobs during the construction
phase and 50 permanent jobs going forward.
Exactly the kind of opportunity a community
freeing itself from coal-burning power needs.

THE HOMEGROWN POWER PLAN
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Double Australia’s energy
productivity by 2030

Why it’s needed: The cleanest
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Shift money from polluters
to problem solvers by ending
fossil fuel subsidies

Why it’s needed: In their persistent

of us, we could free up at least
$6.4 billion a year

How it works:

How it works: Start with the diesel
per claim, we could deliver a federal

within reach of more households
standards could protect consumers

The good news is that there’s no shortage of
opportunities to save money and save energy
at the same time.

THE HOMEGROWN POWER PLAN
REMOVE THE ROADBLOCKS, ENSURING NEW RENEWABLES
AREN’T HELD BACK BY THE LEGACY OF A BYGONE ERA.
investment
for workers and
communities

the transition easier
and cheaper for all
of us

REBOOT THE SYSTEM, REWIRING OUR LAWS TO DELIVER
AFFORDABLE, 100% RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY.
Reward people for

consumers, whether

dinosaurs from
cleaner competitors

or not

REPOWER THE COUNTRY, TURBO-CHARGING OUR EXISTING RENEWABLE
ENERGY POLICIES AND ADDING SOME MISSING PARTS.
Restore the
for investors to

innovation we need to
reclaim our place in

revolution, where
out of the

GETUP.ORG.AU

SOLARCITIZENS.ORG.AU

The Homegrown Power Plan was written by
Nicky Ison and Miriam Lyons. To download the
full report, head to: http://getup.org.au/hpp

