
 THE 
HOMEGROWN 
POWER PLAN
How we can repower the country with renewable energy, 
reboot our failing electricity system and remove the 
roadblocks holding back the renewables boom. 



2

100% RENEWABLE.
100% DOABLE. 
100% BETTER.

A
ustralia is at a crossroads. We can 
unleash the power of the sun and wind 
WR�SURYLGH�FOHDQ��VDIH��D΍RUGDEOH�DQG�
UHOLDEOH�HQHUJ\�IRU�DOO��2U�ZH�FDQ�FKRRVH�

WR�NHHS�EXUQLQJ�IRVVLO�IXHOV�WKDW�SROOXWH�RXU�
DWPRVSKHUH�DQG�ZDUP�RXU�SODQHW��FDXVLQJ�
H[WUHPH�ZHDWKHU�DQG�WKUHDWHQLQJ�RXU�KHDOWK��
RXU�HFRQRP\��DQG�WKH�SODFHV�ZH�ORYH��OLNH�WKH�
*UHDW�%DUULHU�5HHI��&RQWLQXLQJ�WR�EXUQ�IRVVLO�
IXHOV�LV�XQD΍RUGDEOH��LQ�HYHU\�VHQVH�
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:KHQ�RXU�SROLWLFLDQV�GLVPLVV�D������UHQHZDEOH�
IXWXUH�DV�LPSRVVLEOH��ZKDW�WKH\�UHDOO\�PHDQ�LV�LWȇV�
XQFRPIRUWDEOH��8QFRPIRUWDEOH�WR�VWDQG�XS�WR�WKH�
FRPSDQLHV�ZKR�IXQG�WKHLU�HOHFWLRQ�FDPSDLJQV�DQG� 
ȴOO�WKH�KDOOV�RI�3DUOLDPHQW��8QFRPIRUWDEOH�WR�FKDPSLRQ�
D�EHWWHU�IXWXUH�ZKHQ�DSSHDOLQJ�WR�IHDU�RI�WKH�XQNQRZQ�
LV�VR�PXFK�HDVLHU��7KH�+RPHJURZQ�3RZHU�3ODQ�
SXQFKHV�WKURXJK�WKHLU�ȵLPV\�H[FXVHV�DQG�UHYHDOV�
ZKDWȇV�UHDOO\�SRVVLEOH�
$�PRYH�WR������UHQHZDEOH�SRZHU�LV�SUDFWLFDO��

DFKLHYDEOH��HFRQRPLFDOO\�VRXQG�DQG�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�
popular. 

A move to 100% renewable power is 
practical, achievable, economically sound 
and overwhelmingly popular.

The Homegrown Power Plan, a joint project between GetUp! and Solar Citizens, shows how we 
can repower the country with renewable energy, reboot our failing electricity system and remove 
the roadblocks holding back the renewables boom. We must: 

Reboot the system, rewiring our 
ODZV�WR�GHOLYHU�D΍RUGDEOH�������
renewable electricity.

• 6WRS�ROG�HQHUJ\�GLQRVDXUV�
IURP�VTXDVKLQJ�WKHLU�
FOHDQHUbFRPSHWLWRUV�

• 5HZDUG�SHRSOH�IRU�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�
WKH�V\VWHP�LQVWHDG�RI�SXQLVKLQJ�
WKHP�VR�WKH\�ȵHH�WKH�JULG�

• 6HFXUH�D΍RUGDEOH�HOHFWULFLW\�DQG�
D�IDLU�JR�IRU�HOHFWULFLW\�FRQVXPHUV��
ZKHWKHU�WKH\�KDYH�VRODU�RU�QRW�

Repower the country, turbo-
charging our existing renewable 
energy policies and adding some 
missing parts.

• 5HVWRUH�WKH�FHUWDLQW\�QHHGHG�IRU�
LQYHVWRUV�WR�EXLOG�ELJ�UHQHZDEOH�
HQHUJ\�SURMHFWV

• 8QOHDVK�WKH�LQQRYDWLRQ�ZH�QHHG� 
to reclaim our place in the 
UHQHZDEOHV�UDFH

• (QDEOH�D�SHRSOH�SRZHUHG�HQHUJ\�
UHYROXWLRQ��ZKHUH�QR�RQH�LV�ORFNHG�
RXW�RI�WKH�UHQHZDEOHV�ERRP

Remove the roadblocks, 
ensuring new renewables  
aren’t held back by the legacy  
of a bygone era.

• /HYHO�WKH�SOD\LQJ�ȴHOG�IRU 
UHQHZDEOH�LQYHVWPHQW

• 3ODQ�WKH�JUDGXDO�DQG�RUGHUO\� 
FORVXUH�RI�FRDO�ȴUHG�SRZHU�ZLWK� 
D�MXVW�WUDQVLWLRQ�IRU�ZRUNHUV� 
and communities

• ΖPSURYH�HQHUJ\�HɝFLHQF\�� 
PDNLQJ�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�HDVLHU� 
and cheaper for all of us

Governments are being left behind by citizens voting 
with their feet (or their rooftops). It’s time they 
caught up.�ΖWȇV�WLPH�WR�KDUQHVV�$XVWUDOLDȇV�ERXQWLIXO�FOHDQ�
HQHUJ\�UHVRXUFHV�WR�UHSRZHU�RXU�FRXQWU\��FUHDWH�MREV��
JHQHUDWH�LQYHVWPHQW�DQG�HQVXUH�D�VDIH��FOHDQ�IXWXUH�IRU�
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100% RENEWABLE ENERGY  
FOR AUSTRALIA
Decarbonising Australia’s Energy Sector within one generation  
A report by the Institute for Sustainable Futures, University of Technology, Sydney1

Australian  Energy Consumption and Energy Productivity 1992 - 2014 
DQG�SURMHFWLRQ�XQWLO������XQGHU�WKH������5HQHZDEOH�HOHFWULFLW\�VFHQDULR

*HW8S��DQG�6RODU�&LWL]HQV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�D�WHDP�RI�
UHVHDUFKHUV�DW�WKH�876�ΖQVWLWXWH�IRU�6XVWDLQDEOH�)XWXUHV�
WR�ȴQG�RXW�KRZ�IDVW�$XVWUDOLD�FDQ�FOHDQ�XS�LWV�HQHUJ\�
V\VWHP��7KHLU�FRQFOXVLRQ"�$�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR������UHQHZDEOH�
HQHUJ\�ZLWKLQ�RQH�JHQHUDWLRQ�LV�ERWK�WHFKQLFDOO\�IHDVLEOH�
DQG�HFRQRPLFDOO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�

We can do this:
• %\�������ZH�FDQ�SRZHU�DOO�RI�$XVWUDOLDȇV�KRPHV�DQG�
EXVLQHVVHV�ZLWK������UHQHZDEOH�HOHFWULFLW\��

• %\�������ZH�FDQ�PHHW�DURXQG�����RI�RXU�WUDQVSRUW�
QHHGV�ZLWK�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�DV�ZHOO�

• %\������WKH�ZKROH�HQHUJ\�V\VWHP�FDQ�EH�FRPSOHWHO\�
GHFDUERQLVHG��(YHU\WKLQJ�ZH�GR��IURP�GULYLQJ�D�FDU�WR�
KDXOLQJ�IUHLJKW��IURP�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�WR�KHDWLQJ�WR�WDNLQJ�
D�ȵLJKW��FDQ�UXQ�RQ�FOHDQ��D΍RUGDEOH�HQHUJ\�JHQHUDWHG�
IURP�WKH�ZLQG��VXQ��DQG�RWKHU�UHQHZDEOH�VRXUFHV�

• :H�FDQ�PRYH�WR�D������UHQHZDEOH�SRZHU�VXSSO\��DQG�
SKDVH�RXW�DOO�FRDO�ȴUHG�SRZHU�E\�������ZLWK�HOHFWULFLW\�
WKDW�LV�PRUH�UHOLDEOH�WKDQ�LW�LV�WRGD\�

• 7KH�WUDQVLWLRQ�VHHV�D�VPRRWK��VWDEOH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�
UHQHZDEOHV��ZHOO�ZLWKLQ�ZKDW�WKH�LQGXVWU\�VD\V�LW�FDQ�
GHOLYHU��LI�WKH�ULJKW�SROLFLHV�DUH�SXW�LQ�SODFH�QRZ�
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��7HVNH��6��HW�DO���������Ȇ�����5HQHZDEOH�(QHUJ\�)RU�$XVWUDOLD��'HFDUERQLVLQJ�$XVWUDOLDȇV�(QHUJ\�6HFWRU�:LWKLQ�2QH�*HQHUDWLRQȇ��ΖQVWLWXWH�IRU�
6XVWDLQDEOH�)XWXUHV��876�����([FOXGHV�DGGLWLRQDO�HOHFWULFLW\�GHPDQG�IURP�LQFUHDVHG�HOHFWULȴFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUDQVSRUW�VHFWRU�

http://getup.org.au
solarcitizens.org.au
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The numbers add up:
• 'HFDUERQLVLQJ�RXU�HQWLUH�HQHUJ\�V\VWHP�E\������
PHDQV�$XVWUDOLD�JHWV�D������ELOOLRQ�VOLFH�RI�WKH�JOREDO�
UHQHZDEOHV�LQYHVWPHQW�ERRP��DQG�DOO�WKH�MREV�WKDW�
come with it. 

• ΖQYHVWLQJ�PRUH�LQ�UHQHZDEOHV�PHDQV�VSHQGLQJ�OHVV�RQ�
IXHO��%HWZHHQ�QRZ�DQG�������WKH�VKLIW�WR�UHQHZDEOHV�
DQG�LQFUHDVHG�HQHUJ\�HɝFLHQF\�GHOLYHUV�HQRXJK�IXHO��

Electricity and Fuel Costs by Sector 
Assumed low coal and gas prices in [billion $ per year]

FRVW�VDYLQJV�WR�FRYHU������RI�WKH�ELOO�IRU�EXLOGLQJ������
UHQHZDEOH�SRZHU��$XVWUDOLD�ZRXOG�VDYH��RQ�DYHUDJH�

 » ����ELOOLRQ�D�\HDU�RQ�SRZHU�VHFWRU�IXHO�FRVWV
 » ����ELOOLRQ�D�\HDU�RQ�WUDQVSRUW�IXHO�FRVWV

• 2Q�WKH�SDWK�WR�D�FOHDQ�HQHUJ\�IXWXUH��RXU�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�
IXHO�IUHH�HOHFWULFLW\�VWDUWV�SD\LQJ�LWVHOI�R΍�LQ�ORZHU�SULFHV�
DV�HDUO\�DV�������DQG�E\������DW�WKH�ODWHVW��%DUJDLQ�

Power Supply: Stationary
Power Supply: Transport
Power Supply: Heat/Industry
Synfuel Production Power
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1 Forge a cross-party commitment to a full  
energy transition

7DNLQJ�WKH�SROLWLFV�RXW�RI�HQHUJ\�
PHDQV�ZH�FDQ�JHW�RQ�ZLWK�WKH�
MRE�RI�VZLWFKLQJ�RYHU�WR�FOHDQ��
UHQHZDEOH�SRZHU�LQ�DQ�HɝFLHQW�DQG�
D΍RUGDEOH�ZD\��:H�DOVR�QHHG�WR�
PDNH�LW�VRPHRQHȇV�MRE��E\�VHWWLQJ�
XS�DQ�(QHUJ\�7UDQVLWLRQ�$JHQF\�WR�
FRRUGLQDWH�WKH�RUGHUO\�SKDVH�LQ�
RI�UHQHZDEOHV�DQG�SKDVH�RXW�RI�
IRVVLObIXHOV�

2 Put 100% renewable energy 
in the one sentence that 
rules them all

Why we need it:�7KH�1DWLRQDO�
(OHFWULFLW\�2EMHFWLYH��1(2��GLFWDWHV�
how the market works. Our current 
NEO was explicitly designed not to 
include the environment or social 
justice, which means the innovative 
UHQHZDEOH�SURMHFWV�ZH�XUJHQWO\�
QHHG�DUH�EHLQJ�RYHUORRNHG��7LPH�IRU�
DQbRYHUKDXO�

How it works:�)HGHUDO�DQG�VWDWH�
JRYHUQPHQWV�UHZULWH�WKH�1(2�VR�
WKDW�LW�UHDGV�DV�IROORZV��Ȇ'HOLYHU� 
DQ�D΍RUGDEOH��HɝFLHQW��UHOLDEOH�� 
VDIH�DQG�IDLU�HOHFWULFLW\�V\VWHP 
�WKDW�LV�SRZHUHG�E\������ 
UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�ȇ�

REBOOT  THE SYSTEM
Our electricity market is a shambles. It combines the worst aspects of multiple regimes in the 
one system, a system that is neither clean nor cheap, neither simple nor sophisticated, neither 
public and fair nor private and competitive.

ΖWȇV�ROG��RXWGDWHG�DQG�LWȇV�QRW�JHWWLQJ�EHWWHU��ΖWV�LQVWLWXWLRQV�
ZHUH�GHVLJQHG�IRU�D�FHQWUDOLVHG�HUD��SRSXODWHG�E\�SDVVLYH�
FRQVXPHUV�DQG�SRZHUHG�E\�IRVVLO�IXHOV�
ΖWȇV�D�V\VWHP�GRPLQDWHG�E\�D�IHZ�FRQWUROOLQJ�SRZHU�

FRPSDQLHV��ΖWȇV�D�V\VWHP�VR�R΍�LW�FDXVHG�$XVWUDOLDQV��RYHU�
WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH��WR�VSHQG�����ELOOLRQ�GROODUV�EXLOGLQJ�IDU�
PRUH�HOHFWULFLW\�QHWZRUN�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�WKDQ�ZH�QHHGHG�
7KDWȇV�ZK\�WKH�+RPHJURZQ�3RZHU�3ODQ�EHJLQV�ZLWK�

D�EOXHSULQW�IRU�WUDQVIRUPLQJ�KRZ�RXU�HOHFWULFLW\�V\VWHP�

LV�JRYHUQHG��ZLWKRXW�VRUWLQJ�RXW�WKH�UXOHV�RI�WKH�JDPH�
DQG�KRZ�WKHVH�UXOHV�DUH�HQIRUFHG��LW�LV�YHU\�KDUG�IRU�
UHQHZDEOHV�WR�JHW�RQ�WKH�ȴHOG��OHW�DORQH�VXFFHHG�� 
7KH�HOHFWULFLW\�PDUNHW�QHHGV�D�UHERRW��QRW�MXVWbUHIRUP�� 
7R�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR������UHQHZDEOH�SRZHU�ZH�PXVW�
FRPSOHWHO\�UHGHVLJQ�$XVWUDOLDȇV�DQWLTXDWHG�HOHFWULFLW\�
V\VWHP��+HUHȇV�KRZ��

3 Make the electricity  
network act more like 
the internet

Why we need it:�5LJKW�QRZ�
FRQVXPHUV�DUH�FRPSOHWHO\�EHKROGHQ�
WR�D�FOXQN\��FHQWUDOLVHG�V\VWHP�
and the handful of companies that 
GRPLQDWH�WKHP��%\�VKLIWLQJ�WKH�
HOHFWULFLW\�QHWZRUN�EXVLQHVV�PRGHO�
IURP�DQDORJ�WR�GLJLWDO��PLOOLRQV�RI�XV�
FRXOG�WUDGH�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�ORFDOO\��
LQVWHDG�RI�D�IHZ�ELJ�FHQWUDOLVHG�
JHQHUDWRUV�VHOOLQJ�XV�WKHLU�SROOXWLQJ�
SRZHU�IURP�IDU�DZD\��

How it works:�7KH�(QHUJ\�7UDQVLWLRQ�
$JHQF\�KHOSV�QHWZRUN�FRPSDQLHV�
to transform themselves into local 
HQHUJ\�WUDGLQJ�SODWIRUPV��ΖPDJLQH�
D�ZHEVLWH�WKDW�OHWV�\RX�EX\�\RXU�
HOHFWULFLW\�IURP�\RXU�QHLJKERXU��RU�JHW�
LW�IURP�WKH�QHDUE\�VRODU�JDUGHQ�WKDW�
\RX�SDUW�RZQ��RU�WKH�ZLQG�WXUELQH�
DW�\RXU�IULHQGȇV�IDUP�DW�WKH�HGJH�RI�
WRZQ��7KLQN�H%D\��EXW�IRU�ORFDO�HQHUJ\��

http://getup.org.au
solarcitizens.org.au
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Reward network companies for saving their 
customers’ money instead of wasting it: 
1HWZRUN�IHHV�PDNH�XS�KDOI�RI�WKH�DYHUDJH�KRXVHKROGȇV�
ELOO��:KHQ�\RX�IROORZ�WKH�PRQH\��LWȇV�HDV\�WR�VHH�ZK\��
network companies earn more if they can spend 
more of their customers’ money on poles and wires. 
7KHVH�FRPSDQLHV�VKRXOG�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�VHW�WDUJHWV�IRU�
FXWWLQJ�XQQHFHVVDU\�VSHQGLQJ�E\�KHOSLQJ�SHRSOH�XVH�OHVV�
HQHUJ\�DW�SHDN�WLPHV��ΖI�WKH\�GRQȇW�PHHW�WKHLU�WDUJHWV��WKH\�
VKRXOG�EH�SHQDOLVHG��

Give citizens a real seat at the table on the 
GHFLVLRQV�WKDW�D΍HFW�XV��
)RU�HYHU\�FRQVXPHU�JURXS�RU�FRQFHUQHG�FLWL]HQ�WU\LQJ�
WR�SURPRWH�UHQHZDEOHV�RU�NHHS�GRZQ�SULFHV��WKHUH�LV�
D�VZDUP�RI�KLJKO\�SDLG�LQGXVWU\�OREE\LVWV�UXQQLQJ�RYHU�
WKH�WRS�RI�XV��7KH�)HGHUDO�*RYHUQPHQW�PXVW�HVWDEOLVK�D�
OHYHO�SOD\LQJ�ȴHOG�IRU�FRQVXPHU��FRPPXQLW\�DQG�LQGXVWU\�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�WR�QHJRWLDWH�IDLU�WDUL΍V�WKDW�UHZDUG�
KRXVHKROGV�IRU�VDYLQJ�HQHUJ\�

&UHDWH�D�IDLU�QDWLRQDO�IHHG�LQ�WDUL΍��
:H�QHHG�IHHG�LQ�WDUL΍V�WKDW�UHZDUG�SHRSOH�IRU�
FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�JULG��QRW�DQWL�VRODU�IHHV�DQG�FKDUJHV�
WKDW�SXQLVK�WKHP�XQWLO�WKH\�OHDYH�LW��/RFDO�UHQHZDEOHV�
DUH�ZRUWK�PRUH�WKDQ�ȴYH�FHQWV�D�NLORZDWW�KRXU��EXW�
WKHLU�PDQ\�EHQHȴWV�DUHQȇW�UHȵHFWHG�LQ�WKH�SULFH�VRODU�
KRXVHKROGV�UHFHLYH��7KH�)HGHUDO�*RYHUQPHQW�PXVW�VWHS�
LQ�WR�FUHDWH��RU�FRRUGLQDWH��D�IDLU�QDWLRQDO�IHHG�LQ�WDUL΍�

Ensure equal access to the grid: 
ΖWȇV�WRR�HDV\�IRU�QHWZRUN�FRPSDQLHV�WR�DEXVH�WKHLU�PDUNHW�
SRZHU�DQG�FKDUJH�XQIDLUO\�KLJK�IHHV�ZKHQ�D�QHZ�ZLQG�
RU�VRODU�SURMHFW�ZDQWV�WR�FRQQHFW�WR�WKH�JULG��:H�VKRXOG�
SXW�WKH�WDVN�RI�SODQQLQJ�WKH�JULG�LQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�KDQGV��
VHW�IDLU�QDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV�IRU�JULG�FRQQHFWLRQ��DQG�DXGLW�
QHWZRUN�FRPSDQLHV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKH\�SOD\�E\�WKH�UXOHV�

Turning the electricity market upside down is necessary, but it will take time. There are a few 
things we can do right now to kickstart the transition. 

Without sorting out the rules of 
the game and how these rules 

are enforced, it is very hard for 
renewables to get on the field, 

 let alone succeed.
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FOLLOW THE MONEY
Big power companies are milking extraordinary profits at the expense of consumers. 
They do it because the system lets them. Here’s how it works:

NETWORK COMPANIES MAKE MORE MONEY WHEN THEY:

RETAIL COMPANIES MAKE 
MORE MONEY WHEN THEY:

GENERATORS MAKE MORE MONEY WHEN THEY:
Sell as much 
HOHFWULFLW\�DV�WKH\�
can produce, no 
PDWWHU�KRZ�GLUW\�
the source.

Sell super expensive 
HOHFWULFLW\�DW�SHDN�
WLPHV��5HQHZDEOHV�
make these peaks 
VPDOOHU��VR�LWȇV�LQ�WKH�
GLUW\�JHQHUDWRUVȇ�
interests to squash 
the competition.

3HUVXDGH�
JRYHUQPHQWV�
to let them 
pollute for free.

%XLOG�PRUH�VWX΍�VR�
WKH\�FDQ�WUDQVSRUW�
PRUH�HOHFWULFLW\��HYHQ�
ZKHQ�ZH�GRQȇW�QHHG�LW��
7KDWȇV�ZK\�ZHȇYH�VSHQW�
����ELOOLRQ�GROODUV�
EXLOGLQJ�IDU�PRUH�
HOHFWULFLW\�QHWZRUN�
infrastructure than  
we needed over the 
last decade.

Are allowed 
WR�FKDUJH�
customers more 
IRU�WKH�VWX΍�WKH\�
DUH�SODQQLQJ�WR�
EXLOG��RU�KDYH�
DOUHDG\�EXLOW�

&KDUJH�PRUH�IRU�
services people 
have no choice 
EXW�WR�XVH��OLNH�
FRQQHFWLQJ�WR�
WKH�JULG�

Sell as much 
HOHFWULFLW\�DV�
SRVVLEOH�

&KDUJH�PXFK�PRUH�IRU�
HOHFWULFLW\�WKDQ�WKH\�
SD\�IRU�LW�WKHPVHOYHV��
�(DVLHU�ZKHQ�WKH\�DOVR�
RZQ�JHQHUDWRUV��

When you follow the money, you see how the system makes a few huge companies richer while the rest 
of us pay the price. It’s wasteful, it’s outdated and it’s holding us back. Time for an overhaul.

?

SOLARCITIZENS.ORG.AUGETUP.ORG.AU

http://getup.org.au
solarcitizens.org.au
solarcitizens.org.au
http://getup.org.au
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REPOWER THE COUNTRY WITH   
 RENEWABLE ENERGY 
Australia is the sunniest continent on earth, and one of the windiest. In the race to repower 
the world with renewables, we’ve got an edge. 

W
LWK�WKH�ULJKW�SROLFLHV�LQ�SODFH��RXU�UHQHZDEOH�
IXWXUH�ORRNV�EULJKW��:HȇOO�VHH�D�ORW�RI�ELJ�
UHQHZDEOH�SRZHU�SODQWV�LQ�WKH�SODFHV�ZKHUH�
WKH�VXQ�VKLQHV�ORQJHVW�DQG�WKH�ZLQG�EORZV�

VWURQJHVW��DORQJ�ZLWK�PDQ\�VPDOOHU�LQVWDOODWLRQV�FORVH�WR�
where people live and work.  
7KH�SDVW�ȴYH�\HDUV�KDV�VHHQ�D�UHYROXWLRQ�LQ�WKH�

HFRQRPLFV�RI�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\��:LQG�LV�QRZ�FKHDSHU�

WKDQ�EXLOGLQJ�FRDO�DQG�JDV��DQG�KRXVHKROGV�FDQ�
JHQHUDWH�HOHFWULFLW\�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�URRIWRSV�IRU�OHVV�WKDQ�
ZKDW�UHWDLOHUV�FKDUJH��
7KH�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�UHQHZDEOHV�LV�LQHYLWDEOH��:KDWȇV�QRW�

LQHYLWDEOH�LV�D�WUDQVLWLRQ�WKDW�WDNHV�SODFH�IDVW�HQRXJK�
WR�VWRS�SROOXWLQJ�WKH�SODQHW��RU�RQH�WKDW�VKDUHV�WKH�
EHQHȴW�RI�UHQHZDEOHV�ZLWK�DOO�$XVWUDOLDQV��:H�QHHG�WR�

1 Build the right renewables in the right  
places with reverse auctions

Why we need it:�7KH�H[LVWLQJ�5HQHZDEOH�(QHUJ\�
7DUJHW�LV�D�JUHDW�ZD\�WR�GHOLYHU�ORWV�RI�ORZ�FRVW�ZLQG�DQG�
VRODU�SRZHU��7R�SXW�XV�RQ�WKH�SDWK�WR�D�VWDEOH��D΍RUGDEOH��
�����UHQHZDEOH�V\VWHP��ZHȇUH�DOVR�JRLQJ�WR�ZDQW�VRPH�
FRPSOHPHQWDU\�WHFKQRORJLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�VWRUDJH��LQ�WKH�
ULJKW�ORFDWLRQV��5HYHUVH�DXFWLRQV�KDYH�D�SURYHQ�WUDFN�
UHFRUG��WKH�$&7�JRYHUQPHQWȇV�DXFWLRQV�KDYH�GHOLYHUHG�
VRPH�RI�WKH�ORZHVW�UHQHZDEOH�SULFHV�LQ�$XVWUDOLD��

How it works:�+ROGLQJ�UHJXODU�QDWLRQDO�FOHDQ�HQHUJ\�
DXFWLRQV��VWDUWLQJ�LQ�������ZRXOG�EH�D�FRVW�H΍HFWLYH�
ZD\�WR�JHW�D�KHDG�VWDUW�RQ�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�HOHPHQWV�RI�D�
VWDEOH��D΍RUGDEOH�������UHQHZDEOH�JULG��7KH�)HGHUDO�
*RYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�OHW�WKH�H[SHUWV�ȴJXUH�RXW�ZKDW�
WHFKQRORJLHV�DUH�PRVW�QHHGHG�ZKHUH��DQG�WKHQ�UXQ�
national reverse auctions to deliver the outcomes the 
JULG�QHHGV�DW�DQ�D΍RUGDEOH�SULFH��

2 Set an expanded 2030 
Renewable Energy Target

Why we need it: /RQJ�WHUP�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�
WDUJHWV�ZRUN��7KH�H[LVWLQJ������5(7�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�FXW�
HOHFWULFLW\�ELOOV��XQOHDVK�������ELOOLRQ�ZRUWK�RI�LQYHVWPHQW�
DQG�FUHDWH��������MREV��$�PDMRULW\�RI�$XVWUDOLDQV�ZDQW�
WR�VHH�$XVWUDOLD�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR������UHQHZDEOHV�E\�������
DQG�D������5HQHZDEOH�(QHUJ\�7DUJHW�LV�D�UHDVRQDEOH��
FRVW�H΍HFWLYH�DQG�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�ZD\�WR�JHW�WKHUH��

How it works:�/HDYH�WKH�H[LVWLQJ������5(7�DV�LW�LV�DQG�
LQWURGXFH�DQ�H[SDQGHG�WDUJHW�RI������E\������

UNLEASH THE RENEWABLES BOOM
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Why we need it:�$5(1$�SOD\V�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�UROH�LQ�
FOHDQ�HQHUJ\�LQQRYDWLRQ��DQG�$XVWUDOLD�ZRXOG�EH�HYHQ�
IXUWKHU�EHKLQG�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�UHQHZDEOHV�UDFH�LI�LW�GLG�
QRW�H[LVW��7KH�$EERWW�*RYHUQPHQW�WULHG�WR�DEROLVK�
$5(1$��EXW�LW�ZDV�VDYHG�E\�WKH�6HQDWH��1RZ�WKH�7XUQEXOO�
*RYHUQPHQW�ZDQWV�WR�GHIXQG�LW�DQG�VWRS�LW�IURP�JLYLQJ�
RXW�JUDQWV��:LWKRXW�$5(1$ȇV�JUDQWV��$XVWUDOLD�PLVVHV�
RXW�RQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�UHVHDUFK�IXQGLQJ�IRU�SULQWDEOH�
VRODU�SDQHOV�WR�WKH�HDUO\�VWDJH�FRPPHUFLDOLVDWLRQ�RI�
WHFKQRORJLHV�OLNH�WKH�&DUQHJLH�:DYH�HQHUJ\�SLORW�LQ�3HUWK��

FIVE MORE WAYS TO GET INNOVATIVE WITH CLEAN ENERGY:

Give the Clean 
Energy Finance 
Corporation 
(CEFC) more 
choice about 
what it invests in, 
by lowering how 
much interest  
it has to charge 
on the loans  
it makes

Add a micro-
ȴQDQFH�GLYLVLRQ�
to the CEFC so 
that ordinary 
citizens and 
smaller projects 
can access its 
low-interest 
loans

Hold a Race to 
Renew, a clean 
energy business 
model innovation 
prize

Unlock equity 
crowdfunding 
in the clean 
energy sector, to 
allow thousands 
of people to 
invest in and 
EHQHȴW�IURP�
local renewable 
projects

Create a clean 
energy service 
agency to help 
the Federal 
Government cut 
energy waste 
and switch to 
renewables

How it works:�7R�HQVXUH�WKDW�$5(1$�FDQ�EXLOG�RQ�
LWV�VWURQJ�WUDFN�UHFRUG�RI�IXQGLQJ�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�
innovation, all federal politicians must commit to 
LQFUHDVLQJ�LWV�����������EXGJHW�IURP������ELOOLRQ�WR� 
���ELOOLRQ�DQG�JLYLQJ�LW�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�PDNH�JUDQWV�DJDLQ��

WALK THE TALK ON INNOVATION
Turbo-charge the Australian Renewable Energy Agency

http://getup.org.au
solarcitizens.org.au
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1 Community Powerhouses

Why we need it:�$OUHDG\��ZHOO�
RYHU���PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�OLYH�XQGHU�

VRODU�URRIV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�HQHUJ\�
JURXSV�DUH�VSULQJLQJ�XS�DFURVV�WKH�
FRXQWU\��$�ZHOO�UHVRXUFHG�JUDVVURRWV�
RUJDQLVDWLRQ�ZRXOG�VSHHG�XS�WKLV�
SHRSOH�SRZHUHG�HQHUJ\�UHYROXWLRQ��
7KLQN�/DQGFDUH�IRU�FOHDQ�HQHUJ\�

How it works:�7KH�&RPPXQLW\�
3RZHUKRXVHV�SURJUDP�ZRXOG�
VXSSRUW�ȆVRODU�JDUGHQVȇ�IRU�UHQWHUV��
IDUPHU�ELRHQHUJ\�KXEV��FRPPXQLW\�
ZLQG�IDUPV�DQG�ORZ�LQFRPH�HQHUJ\�
HɝFLHQF\�DQG�VRODU��ΖW�VKRXOG�EH�
IXQGHG�E\�WKH�)HGHUDO�*RYHUQPHQW�
WR�KHOS�NLFN�VWDUW�FRPPXQLW\�FOHDQ�
HQHUJ\�SURMHFWV�LQ�WRZQV�DQG�
VXEXUEV�DFURVV�$XVWUDOLD��

2 A Clean Power Program 
designed by Indigenous 
communities

Why we need it: 3HRSOH�RQ�WKH�
IURQWOLQHV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�WKH�
ȴJKW�DJDLQVW�IRVVLO�IXHO�H[WUDFWLRQ�
VKRXOG�EH�ȴUVW�LQ�OLQH�WR�EHQHȴW�IURP�
UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�

How it works:�$�FROODERUDWLYHO\�
GHVLJQHG��ZHOO�IXQGHG�QDWLRQDO�
ΖQGLJHQRXV�&RPPXQLWLHV�&OHDQ�
3RZHU�3URJUDP�FRXOG�HQVXUH�WKDW�
DOO�$ERULJLQDO�DQG�7RUUHV�6WUDLW�
Island communities have access to 
FOHDQ��D΍RUGDEOH��ORFDO�UHQHZDEOH�
HOHFWULFLW\��

3PowerAccess: a public-
interest retailer for people 
who need it most

Why we need it:�5LVLQJ�HOHFWULFLW\�
prices have hurt those who could 
OHDVW�D΍RUG�LW��0DQ\�KRXVHKROGV�ZHUH�
DEOH�WR�FRQWURO�WKHLU�ELOOV�E\�EX\LQJ�
PRUH�HɝFLHQW�DSSOLDQFHV�RU�LQVWDOOLQJ�
VRODU��EXW�WKLV�RSWLRQ�LV�RXW�RI�UHDFK�
IRU�PDQ\��:KDW�LI�WKHUH�ZDV�D�UHWDLOHU�
GHVLJQHG�WR�GHOLYHU�FOHDQ��D΍RUGDEOH�
SRZHU�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�QHHG�LW�PRVW"�

How it works:�7KH�)HGHUDO�
Government, in partnership with the 
VWDWHV��VHWV�XS�3RZHU$FFHVV��D�QRQ�
SURȴW�UHWDLOHU�VSHFLȴFDOO\�IRU�ORZ�
LQFRPH�KRXVHKROGV��3RZHU$FFHVV�
ZRXOG�VXSSO\�HOHFWULFLW\�DQG�HQHUJ\�
HɝFLHQF\�XSJUDGHV��VRODU�39�DQG�
PRUH�WR�ORZ�LQFRPH�KRXVHKROGV�
across Australia.

All Australians, no matter what they earn or where they live, deserve access to affordable clean 
energy. Unfortunately some parts of our community face barriers that block them from benefiting 
from the renewable revolution. But a new energy future is afoot, and it’s powered by people.

PEOPLE’S POWER-UP

With rising energy costs and an unpredictable 
power supply, three Aboriginal communities in 
remote northern NSW invited The Valley Centre 
and Pingala to work with them to overhaul their 
energy system and empower the community. 

Electricity bills range from $2,000 to $5,000 for 
each household and in some cases can be higher. 
As Uncle Ike explains: “The price of our food is 
double what you get in the cities... And we are 
paying more for power than we are for any other 
cost. So how are you supposed to eat, how are 

you supposed to live?” Now, these communities 
are working with AllGrid, an Indigenous-owned 
renewable energy company, to design a solar 
power and battery backup system for the 60 
houses across the communities. 

This model will allow these communities and 
others that follow in their footsteps to realise 
their vision and take control of their energy 
future. In the words of Uncle Ike “Anything you 
can own, gives you pride… and if you can own; 
your own power!”

REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY SOLAR IN NSW3

��&DVH�6WXG\�ZULWWHQ�E\�$SULO�&UDZIRUG�6PLWK�RI�3LQJDOD�DQG�7KH�9DOOH\�&HQWUH�
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REMOVING THE 
ROADBLOCKS TO A 
 RENEWABLES TRANSITION
It might seem obvious, but given the disproportionate influence of big fossil fuel 
companies over Australian politics, we need to spell it out: fossil fuels have no 
place in a 100% renewable future. 

T
R�IXOO\�XQOHDVK�WKH�UHQHZDEOHV�ERRP��ZH�QHHG�
WR�JHW�IRVVLO�IXHOV�RXW�RI�WKH�PDUNHW�DQG�LQWR�
WKH�KLVWRU\�ERRNV��:H�DOVR�QHHG�WR�XQGR�WKH�
OHJDF\�RI�\HDUV�RI�LQGXVWU\�OREE\LQJ��OLNH�RXU�OD[�

HɝFLHQF\�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�ZDVWHIXO�IRVVLO�IXHO�VXEVLGLHV�

Outmoded coal is holding us back
$XVWUDOLDȇV�SRZHU�VHFWRU�LV�OLNH�DQ�RYHUJURZQ�WUHH��
We need to prune out the dead wood for the new 
VKRRWV�WR�JURZ��7KH�)HGHUDO�*RYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�JLYH�
ZRUNHUV�DQG�LQGXVWU\�FHUWDLQW\�ZLWK�D�SODQ�IRU�SKDVLQJ�
RXW�DOO�FRDO�EXUQLQJ�SRZHU�E\�������VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
RUGHUO\�FORVXUH�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�DQG�GLUWLHVW�FRDO�EXUQLQJ�
SRZHU�SODQWV�LQ�WKH�QH[W�WHUP�RI�JRYHUQPHQW��$QG�LW�
VKRXOG�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�ULJKW�PHDVXUHV�DUH�LQ�SODFH�WR�
JXDUDQWHH�WKDW�D΍HFWHG�ZRUNHUV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�JHW�
WKH�KHOS�WKH\�GHVHUYH�GXULQJ�WKHbWUDQVLWLRQ�
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��THE HOMEGROWN POWER PLAN

6X΍HULQJ�IURP�GLVWXUELQJO\�KLJK�UDWHV�RI�OXQJ�
cancer and facing unemployment from the snap 
closure of its two coal-burning power stations, the 
community of Port Augusta wants its future to be 
solar powered.

For 5 years the community has been 
campaigning to replace the power stations with  
a concentrated solar thermal plant.

As current power station worker Gary 
Rowbottom puts it, “the world will transition away 

HERE’S HOW TO DO IT:

from fossil fuels, that’s not a hard concept to 
grasp. Therefore we need to replace it with 
something else”.

It’s estimated that a solar thermal plant would 
create at least 1000 jobs during the construction 
phase and 50 permanent jobs going forward. 
Exactly the kind of opportunity a community 
freeing itself from coal-burning power needs.

REPOWERING PORT AUGUSTA

1 Start the coal power 
clean up ASAP
Why it’s needed: $XVWUDOLDȇV�

ȵHHW�RI�FRDO�EXUQLQJ�SRZHU�VWDWLRQV�
LV�DPRQJ�WKH�ROGHVW�DQG�OHDVW�
HɝFLHQW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��(YHU\RQH�
NQRZV�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�EH�
VKXW�GRZQ�VRRQHU�RU�ODWHU��WKH�RQO\�
question is when. 

How it works: 7KH�)HGHUDO�
*RYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�KROG�&RDO�&OHDQ�
8S�DXFWLRQV�WR�HQDEOH�WKH�FORVXUH�
DQG�IXOO�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRVW�
SROOXWLQJ�FRDO�EXUQLQJ�JHQHUDWRUV�
WR�EH�IXQGHG�E\�RWKHU�SROOXWLQJ�
JHQHUDWRUV�IURP�WKH�ZLQGIDOO�
JDLQV�WKH\�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�ZKHQ�WKHLU�
FRPSHWLWRUV�VKXWbGRZQ�

2 Ensure a just transition for coal communities
Why it’s needed: $�FDUHIXOO\�

PDQDJHG�SKDVH�RXW�RI�FRDO�ȴUHG�
SRZHU�ZLOO�HQVXUH�WKDW�D΍HFWHG�
ZRUNHUV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�JHW�
WKH�KHOS�WKH\�GHVHUYH�LQVWHDG�RI�
EHLQJ�DEDQGRQHG�E\�WKH�ELJ�SRZHU�
companies. Examples like the snap 
FORVXUHV�LQ�3RUW�$XJXVWD�VKRZ�WKDW�
WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�D�SRVW�FRDO�IXWXUH�
PXVW�EH�SXW�LQ�SODFH�WRGD\�LI�ZRUNHUV�
DUH�WR�WKULYH�WKURXJK�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�

 How it works: )HGHUDO�DQG�VWDWH�
JRYHUQPHQWV�VKRXOG�ZRUN�ZLWK�
XQLRQV��HPSOR\HUV��DQG�FRPPXQLW\�
JURXSV�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�UHWUDLQLQJ�LV�
R΍HUHG�ZHOO�EHIRUH�D�SODQW�FORVHV��
WKDW�HDUO\�UHWLUHPHQW�R΍HUV�DUH�IXOO\�
IXQGHG��WKDW�UHGHSOR\PHQW�RSWLRQV�
DUH�DYDLODEOH��DQG�WKDW�FRPPXQLW\�
driven economic renewal plans are 
in place ahead of time.

3 Implement a National 
Air Pollution Control Act 
with teeth

Why it’s needed: 0RUH�WKDQ�������
SHRSOH�GLH�IURP�XUEDQ�DLU�SROOXWLRQ�
LQ�$XVWUDOLD�HYHU\�\HDU��7KH�&HQWUH�
IRU�$LU�4XDOLW\�	�+HDOWK�5HVHDUFK�
and Evaluation includes people who 
live near industrial pollution sources, 
VXFK�DV�FRDO�PLQHV��FRDO�EXUQLQJ�
SRZHU�VWDWLRQV�DQG�VPHOWHUV��DPRQJ�
those most at risk.

How it works: )HGHUDO�DQG�VWDWH�
JRYHUQPHQWV�VKRXOG�PDNH�IRVVLO�
fuel companies and other polluters 
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�PHVV��
WKURXJK�$�1DWLRQDO�$LU�3ROOXWLRQ�
&RQWURO�$FW�ZLWK�UHDO�WHHWK��7LJKWHU�
UHJXODWLRQV�ZRXOG�IRUFH�WKH�PRVW�
SROOXWLQJ�FRDO�EXUQLQJ�SRZHU�SODQWV�
WR�FORVH�LI�WKH\�FDQȇW�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH�
new standards.
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4 Double Australia’s energy 
productivity by 2030

Why it’s needed: The cleanest 
HQHUJ\�RI�DOO�LV�WKH�HQHUJ\�ZH�QHYHU�
XVH��7KH�EDG�QHZV�LV�WKDW�$XVWUDOLD�
LV�DSSDOOLQJO\�LQHɝFLHQW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�
ZH�XVH�HQHUJ\��DQG�JHWWLQJ�WR�D�
�����UHQHZDEOH�IXWXUH�ZLOO�EH�PXFK�
KDUGHU�WKDQ�LW�QHHGV�WR�EH�LI�ZH�JR�
RQ�ZDVWLQJ�HQHUJ\�OLNH�ZH�GR�WRGD\��
7KH�JRRG�QHZV�LV�WKDW�WKHUHȇV�QR�
VKRUWDJH�RI�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�VDYH�
PRQH\�DQG�VDYH�HQHUJ\�DW�WKH�
VDPHbWLPH�

How it works: 6WULQJHQW�YHKLFOH�
HPLVVLRQV�VWDQGDUGV�FRXOG�JLYH�XV�
WKH�FOHDQHVW�DQG�PRVW�HɝFLHQW�FDUV�
LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��WRXJKHU�EXLOGLQJ�FRGHV�
FRXOG�EULQJ�HQHUJ\�LQGHSHQGHQFH�
within reach of more households 
DQG�EXVLQHVVHV��VWURQJHU�DSSOLDQFH�
standards could protect consumers 
IURP�LQHɝFLHQW�SURGXFWV�DQG�DQ�
(QHUJ\�(ɝFLHQF\�'LVFORVXUH�SURJUDP�
FRXOG�KHOS�KHDY\�LQGXVWU\�ȴQG�WKH�
PLOOLRQV�RI�GROODUV�LQ�HQHUJ\�VDYLQJV�
KLGLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�FRXFK�

5 Shift money from polluters 
to problem solvers by ending 
fossil fuel subsidies

Why it’s needed: In their persistent 
VHDUFK�IRU�EXGJHW�VDYLQJV��$XVWUDOLDQ�
JRYHUQPHQWV�NHHS�PLVVLQJ�WKH�
ELOOLRQ�GROODU�VDYLQJV�WKH\�FRXOG�
PDNH�E\�ZLQGLQJ�EDFN�IRVVLO�IXHO�
VXEVLGLHV��ΖI�ZH�VWRS�OHWWLQJ�ELJ�
SROOXWHUV�IUHH�ULGH�RQ�WKH�UHVW�
of us, we could free up at least 
$6.4 billion a year�LQ�PXFK�
QHHGHGbUHYHQXH�

How it works: Start with the diesel 
IXHO�UHEDWH��E\�FDSSLQJ�LW�DW���������
per claim, we could deliver a federal 
EXGJHW�VDYLQJ�RI�����ELOOLRQ�RYHU�
WKH�QH[W�IRXU�\HDUV��7KLV�ZRXOG�
LQFHQWLYLVH�ELJ�PLQLQJ�FRPSDQLHV�WR�
VDYH�HQHUJ\�DQG�LQYHVW�LQ�FOHDQHU�
DOWHUQDWLYHV��ZKLOH�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�
WKH�UHEDWH�LV�VWLOO�DYDLODEOH�WR�
PRVWbIDUPHUV�

The good news is that there’s no shortage of 
opportunities to save money and save energy 
at the same time.

http://getup.org.au
solarcitizens.org.au
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THE HOMEGROWN POWER PLAN

6HFXUH�D΍RUGDEOH�
HOHFWULFLW\�DQG�D�IDLU�
JR�IRU�HOHFWULFLW\�
consumers, whether 
WKH\�KDYH�VRODU� 
or not

REBOOT THE SYSTEM, REWIRING OUR LAWS TO DELIVER 
AFFORDABLE, 100% RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY.

6WRS�ROG�HQHUJ\�
dinosaurs from 
VTXDVKLQJ�WKHLU�
cleaner competitors

Reward people for 
FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�
V\VWHP�LQVWHDG�RI�
SXQLVKLQJ�WKHP�VR�
WKH\�ȵHH�WKH�JULG

REMOVE THE ROADBLOCKS, ENSURING NEW RENEWABLES 
AREN’T HELD BACK BY THE LEGACY OF A BYGONE ERA.

/HYHO�WKH�SOD\LQJ�
ȴHOG�IRU�UHQHZDEOH�
investment

3ODQ�WKH�JUDGXDO�DQG�
RUGHUO\�FORVXUH�RI�
FRDO�EXUQLQJ�SRZHU�
ZLWK�D�MXVW�WUDQVLWLRQ�
for workers and 
communities

ΖPSURYH�HQHUJ\�
HɝFLHQF\��PDNLQJ�
the transition easier 
and cheaper for all 
of us

(QDEOH�D�SHRSOH�
SRZHUHG�HQHUJ\�
revolution, where 
QR�RQH�LV�ORFNHG� 
out of the 
UHQHZDEOHV�ERRP

REPOWER THE COUNTRY, TURBO-CHARGING OUR EXISTING RENEWABLE 
ENERGY POLICIES AND ADDING SOME MISSING PARTS.

Restore the 
FHUWDLQW\�QHHGHG�
for investors to 
EXLOG�ELJ�UHQHZDEOH�
HQHUJ\�SURMHFWV

8QOHDVK�WKH�
innovation we need to 
reclaim our place in 
WKH�UHQHZDEOHV�UDFH

solarcitizens.org.au
http://getup.org.au


The Homegrown Power Plan was written by 
Nicky Ison and Miriam Lyons. To download the 
full report, head to: http://getup.org.au/hpp


